
1.2 1 am the founder and Director of ICNARC. In addition to myself, ICNARC's current 

Senior Management Team comprises: Peter Hyde (Chief Operating Officer, since 

November 2022); Professor David Harrison (Head Statistician); and Paul Mouncey 

(Head of Research). As a registered charity, IONARO's activities are overseen by a 

Board of Management made up of the eleven Trustees of the charity, comprising a mix 
of cliinical, scientific, business and lay members. The Chair of the Board is Sue James. 
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critical care units participating in the Case Mix Programme between 2015 and 2019 

Page 2 of 11 

INQ000198896_0002 



4.1 On 4 March 2020, 1 emailed all critical care units participating in the Case Mix 

Programme to request that they: 

i notify ICNARC immediately of any patient with confirmed or clinically suspected 

COV D-19 admitted to their unit; 

0 export all available data on these patients after the fi rst 24 hours; and 

.:II r. .. . -

repurposing these to record suspected and confirmed COV D-19. 

4.3 ICNARC received the first notifications from participating critical care units in response 

to this request the same day (4 March 2020). Subsequent data submissions indicated 

that the fi rst critical care admission with confirmed COVID 19 occurred on 5 February 

2020. 
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Group. Copies of all 91 public reports produced have been shared with the inquiry as a 

general disclosure. 
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6. Age 

6.1 On 24 March 2020, 1 was approached by Professor Calum Semple with a request from 

Professor Jonathan Van Tam, Deputy Chief Medical Officer, for a breakdown of 

patients by single and multiple organ failure and age band. The original request had 
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6.2 The above report was the only report to make specific reference to age within the 

age. 

6.3 A summary of the distribution of the age of patients critically ill with confirmed CO'V°ID-

: 

7.2 On 31 March 2020, 6 was contacted by Professor Ronan Lyons, Co Director of the 

SAL Databank, the trusted research environment for Wales hosted within the Health 
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7.3 A data sharing agreement with BAIL was signed on 13 May 2020 and the first fi le of 

patient data was sent the same day. The dataset included data for patients with 

confirmed COVID-19 admitted to critical care units in Wales. Pseudonymised data 

were securely transferred to SAIL, with patient identifiers transferred to NHS Wales 

Informatics Service who provide the data linkage service for Wales. Data extracts 

continued to be transferred weekly throughout the pandemic. 

a Ethnicity 
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health inequalities' (Cabinet Office, December 2021 ) as they were not externally 

published and citable. 

9.1 On 7 May 2020, 1 was approached by ._._NR_._. _ - the clinical lead for 

the national ECMO service, to request analyses of patients referred and transferred for 

ECMO using linked data collected by the national ECMO services and the ECMO 

centres. On 21 May 2020 and 26 May 2020, we met with F NR _._._._._._._._._._._._._. 
NR 61 of NHS England to discuss the approach. 

9.2 After further internal meetings, we received patient identifiers for patients referred and 

accepted for ECMO in September 2020 and, on 14 October 2020, we providedNR_.

NR._._._. with a report describing the characteristics and outcomes of patients with 

confirmed COVID-19 transferred for ECMO at each of the ECMO centres [KR/15 — 

the NHS England Clinical Reference Group for Adult Critical Care [KR/16 

INQ000099534]. Further updated reports were provided on 4 February 2021 and 21 

April 2021. 

9.4 David Harrison presented of analyses on the characteristics of patients referred and 

accepted for ECMO to the clinical leads of the ECMO centres on 22 October 2021 

[KR/17 — INQ000099523]. 

I. 
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critically ill patients in priority group 10 (those aged 16-49 years and not in an at-risk 

group) [KR121 ®INQ000099542]. 
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14 .1 On 4 June 2021, ICNARC was approached b --- _NR--_-- from the Health Analysis 

team in the Cabinet Office COVID-19 taskforce. He noted that the data in our public 

reports (which at that time were being produced monthly) were "incredibly rich and a 

fantastic resource" and he wanted to be able to arrange access to the data as rapidly 

as possible. 

14.2 David Harrison, Paul Mouncey and I rnet with l̀  NR i from 

the Cabinet Office COVlD-19 taskforce on 10 June 2021. From that date forward, we 

included the Cabinet Office in dissemination of the daily updates on numbers of cases 

that were being sent to NHS England. We also discussed production of a weekly 

report with a timing that would fit into their regular data briefings for the Prime Minister 

and Cabinet. A first weekly report was sent to the Cabinet Office on 16 June 2021 

[KR123 — INQ000099543], and was subsequently refined for future reports 

incorporating feedback from the Cabinet Office team. We continued to send these 

reports weekly until the summer of 2022. 
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145 Rates of admission to critical care by age group and vaccination status, based on 

results from this research project, were introduced into our public reports from 19 

4 
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I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 
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