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On vaccines and therapeutics 
• Formal request for advice on vaccine options expected imminently from 

DHSC SoS. 
• Important not to over-estimate what is deliverable. Unlikely to be able to 

deliver vaccine in time for peak of epidemic (estimated at 3 months from start 
of outbreak) — but also need to consider potential for WN-CoV to be a 
sustained human infection. 

• Quickest option would be mRNA-based, but technology unproven and not an 
area of UK strength. Worth considering investment in UK mRNA production 
facilities (relatively low cost, capability worth having for long term). 

• UK has capability in phase 1 testing. 
• UK should consider possibility of a higher level of mortality — this should be 

reflected in DHSC vaccine paper in draft. 
• Therefore value in collaborative effort across relevant UK departments/ 

institutions to: 
1) issue rapid open call for new vaccine and other solutions, to be quickly 
peer reviewed — and flexible enough to embrace all vaccine pathways 
2) have immediate conversations with MHRA to lay nimble regulatory 
groundwork, including for vaccines developed elsewhere (MHRA is open 
to discussion) 
3) think about UK capability for synthesising mRNA vaccines 
4) explore therapeutic options, including involvement in work already 
underway in Wuhan 
5) support research in existing potential treatments, such as steroids, 
antibiotics and repurposing of existing antivirals — and have ethical 
approvals, protocols secured in good time 
6) guarantee/fund good data collection and sharing 
7) identify what plans already developed for a flu pandemic can be used 
for WN-CoV 

On UK science contribution to international effort 
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