
The lockdown files: Rishi Sunak 
on what we weren't told 
Fraser Nelson 

When Britain was being locked down, the country was assured that 
all risks had been properly and robustly considered. Yes, schools 
would close and education would suffer. Normal healthcare would 
take a hit and people would die as a result. But the government 
repeatedly said the experts had looked at all this. After all, it wasn't 
as if they would lock us down without seriously weighing up the 
consequences, was it? 

Those consequences are still making themselves known: exams 
madness, the NHS waiting list surge, thousands of unexplained 
'excess deaths, judicial backlogs and economic chaos. Was all that 
expected, factored in, and thought by leaders to be a price worth 
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'it was wrong to scare people like that': the posters that Sunak tried to stop 
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A police officer asks a couple not to sit on a bench in Leamington Spa, 9 April 2020 (Getty Images) 
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they were not sure about it." So at least I would be able to go into 

these meetings better armed' 
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lockdown side-effects were recognised at all at that point as a 
triumph. 
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Rishi Surak and Boris Johnson during a coronavirus press conference, 17 March 2020 (Getty mages) 
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misgivings become known, would have been seen as a direct attack 

on the PM. 
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the fear messaging, empowering the scientists and not talking about 

the trade-offs: 
. .................................... ................... ................... ............................ 
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The slogan 'Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives' pictured on the BT tower in central London, 13 

May 2020 (Getty Images) 
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