Questionnaire

UK COVID-19 Inquiry: Module 2 - Rule 9 Request to Professor Danny Altmann - Reference:
M2/I1SAGE/01/PDA

1. A brief overview of your qualifications, career history, professional expertise and major
publications.

Svnopsis of career history, expertise, publications:

BSc University of London; PhD University of Bristol (1983) - Department of Microbiology, University of
Bristol. (MRC Training Award): The Immunoregulation of Herpes Simplex Infection

Work as a medical research scientist at international centres of excellence: Weizmann Institute of
Science, Imperial Cancer Research Fund, MRC Clinical Sciences Centre, Imperial College Faculty of
Medicine. Professor of Immunology at Imperial College since 2005.

2011-2013: Wellcome Trust. Head: Pathogens, Immunity and Population Health

Medical journal Editorships (since 2000): Clinical and Experimental Immunology; Immunology; Vaccine;
Oxford Open Immunology

Expertise:
Altmann’s infectious disease/immunology contributions span cellular and molecular immunology

discoveries, and during the pandemic, roles in research, policy- and public-engagement.

He is an authority on HLA gene products and their interactions with T cell receptors, among the first
‘hands-on’ creators of transgenic strains for immunogenetic characterisation of immunity, his HLA
transgenic strains adopted for decades as a global community resource. Early examples of cloning,
expression, function and disease studies included studies on HLAll and ICAM-1 in antigen presentation
and of HLAII presentation in bacterial or autcimmune disease. Work with a former clinical fellow, D
Douek, first showed HIV-mediated breakdown in gut mucosal integrity and chronic microbial
translocation leading to inflammation, as then targeted in many clinical trials.

The Altmann-Boyton lab rapidly mobilised for COVID-19 and Long Covid — their papers among the
most highly cited of immunology studies during the pandemic. An early paper is considered the first
peer-reviewed piece addressing Long Covid, setting out the research agenda. There was real-time
need for immune correlates in SARS-CoV-2 infection and vaccination. Examples included work on the
relationship between T cell and neutralising antibody following infection, the discovery of enhanced
‘hybrid immunity’ in infected-then-vaccinated people, and ‘immune imprinting’ by variants followed
by vaccination. The team published the first evidence of COVID reinfection, the first comparative
meta-analysis of vaccine efficacy and, in Science, one of the first papers delineating the impact of
oncoming variants of concern on vaccine efficacy. Policy impact was demonstrable, the work
highlighted at Tony Fauci’s televised White House briefing. The team have published 43 peer-
reviewed papers on COVID-19, including 5 in Science, 2 in Lancet and 1 in Nature - papers widely
featured in the international press (Altmetrics:2000-7000).

Altmann acted in a wide range of policy advisory roles during the pandemic, including the House of
Commons and House of Lords Science Committees, the Long Covid APPG, advice to the Cabinet Office,
to Sir Keir Starmer/Shadow Cabinet, the EU, Scottish Parliament, WHO, NICE. He wrote policy papers
as part of the British Society for Immunology (BSI) Task Force to SAGE. With Sir Patrick Vallance, he
presented the UK view at the European ‘Pandemic to Endemic’ policy meeting. With a patient he co-
authored the Penguin Long Covid Handbook (published 20/10/22). He has had a high comms profile,
including near-daily TV, radio, and newspaper appearances, BBC Panorama, BBC Newsnight, and

INQO00056524_0001



invited columns in The Guardian and The Times. With the BSI he worked extensively with community
groups across ethnic backgrounds, addressing vaccine hesitancy.

Altmann has diverse infectious disease-global health collaborations, including research/training links
in Vietnam, Thailand, Ethiopia, Brazil - with A. Siqueira, setting up REBRACOVID, a pan-Brazilian COVID-
19 cohort.

Key peer-reviewed publications during Covid-19

Altmann DM, Douek DC, Boyton RJ. What policy makers need to know about
COVID-19 protective immunity. The Lancet. 2020 May 16;395(10236):1527-1529. doi:
10.1016/50140-6736(20)30985-5. Epub 2020 Apr 27. PMID: 32353328; PMCID:
PMC7185915.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. SARS-CoV-2 T cell immunity: Specificity, function,
durability, and role in protection. Science Immunol. 2020 Jul 17;5(49):eabd6160.
doi: 10.1126/sciimmunol.abd6160. PMID: 32680954,

Gregorova M, Morse D, Brignoli T, Steventon J, Hamilton F, Albur M, Arnold D,
Thomas M, Halliday A, Baum H, Rice C, Avison MB, Davidson AD, Santopaolo M,
Oliver E, Goenka A, Finn A, Wooldridge L, Amulic B, Boyton RJ, Altmann DM,
Butler DK, McMurray C, Stockton J, Nicholls S, Cooper C, Loman N, Cox MJ, Rivino
L, Massey RC. Post-acute COVID-19 associated with evidence of bystander T-cell
activation and a recurring antibiotic-resistant bacterial pneumonia. Elife. 2020
Dec 17;9:e63430. doi: 10.7554/elife.63430. PMID: 33331820.

Reynolds CJ, Swadling L, Gibbons JM, Pade C, Jensen MP, Diniz MO, Schmidt NM,

Butler DK, Amin OE, Bailey SNL, Murray SM, Pieper FP, Taylor S, Jones J, Jones M, Lee WJ, Rosenheim
J, Chandran A, Joy G, Di Genova C, Temperton N, Lambourne J, Cutino-Moguel T, Andiapen M,
Fontana M, Smit A, Semper A, O'Brien B, Chain B, Brooks T, Manisty C, Treibel T, Moon JC;
COVIDsortium investigators, Noursadeghi M; COVIDsortium immune correlates network, Altmann
DM, Maini MK, McKnight A, Boyton RJ. Discordant neutralizing antibody and T cell responses in
asymptomatic and mild SARS-CoV-2 infection. Science Immunol. 2020 Dec 23;5(54):eabf3698. doi:
10.1126/sciimmunol.abf3698. PMID: 33361161.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, Beale R. Immunity to SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern. Science. 2021
371(6534):1103-1104.

Altmann DM. Children and the return to school: how much should we worry about covid-19 and long
covid? BMJ 2021; 372 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n701

Altmann, DM. Adaptive immunity to SARS-CoV-2. Oxford Open Immunology, Volume 1, Issue 1,
2020, iqaa003, https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfimm/iqaa003

Boyton RJ and Altmann, DM. Risk of SARS-CoV-2 reinfection after natural infection The Lancet.
March 17, 2021DOl:https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(21)00662-0

Reynolds CJ, Pade C, Gibbons JM, Butler DK, Otter AD, Menacho K, Fontana M,

Smit A, Sackville-West JE, Cutino-Moguel T, Maini MK, Chain B, Noursadeghi M; UK

COVIDsortium Immune Correlates Network, Brooks T, Semper A, Manisty C, Treibel

TA, Moon JC; UK COVIDsortium Investigators, Valdes AM, McKnight A, Altmann DM,
Boyton R. Prior SARS-CoV-2 infection rescues B and T cell responses to variants
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after first vaccine dose. Science. 2021 Apr 30;372(6549):1418-23. doi:
10.1126/science.abh1282. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33931567; PMCID: PMC8168614.

McDonald I, Murray S, Reynolds C, Altmann D, Boyton R. Comparative systematic review and meta-
analysis of reactogenicity, immunogenicity and efficacy of vaccines against SARS-CoV-2. npj Vaccines
6, 74 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41541-021-00336-1

Altmann D, Reynolds C, Boyton R. Subversion of antibody and T cell immune recognition by SARS-
CoV-2 variants. Cell Reports Medicine 2021. https://www.cell.com/cell-reports-medicine/pdf/S2666-
3791(21)00114-2.pdf

Manisty C, Treibel TA, Jensen M, Semper A, Joy G, Gupta RK, et al. Time series analysis and
mechanistic modelling of heterogeneity and sero-reversion in antibody responses to mild SARS CoV-
2 infection EBioMedicine 2021 Mar;65:103259.

Manisty C, Otter AD, Treibel TA, McKnight A, Altmann DM, Brooks T, Noursadeghi M, Boyton RJ,
Semper A, Moon JC. Antibody response to first BNT162b2 dose in previously SARS-CoV-2-infected
individuals. The Lancet. 2021 Feb 25:50140-6736(21)00501-8. doi: 10.1016/50140-6736(21)00501-8

Gupta RK, Rosenheim J, Bell LC, Chandran A, Guerra-Assuncao JA, Pollara G,
Whelan M, Artico J, Joy G, Kurdi H, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, Maini MK, McKnight A,
Lambourne J, Cutino-Moguel T, Manisty C, Treibel TA, Moon JC, Chain BM,
Noursadeghi M; COVIDsortium Investigators. Blood transcriptional biomarkers of
acute viral infection for detection of pre-symptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection: a
nested, case-control diagnostic accuracy study. Lancet Microbe. 2021 Jul 6. doi:
10.1016/52666-5247(21)00146-4. Epub ahead of print. Erratum in: Lancet Microbe.
2021 Jul 20;: PMID: 34250515; PMCID: PMC8260104.

Dhillon P, Altmann D, Male V. COVID-19 vaccines: what do we know so far? FEBS
J. 2021 Jul 19. doi: 10.1111/febs.16094. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 34288409.

Carson G; Long Covid Forum Group. Research priorities for Long Covid: refined
through an international multi-stakeholder forum. BMC Med. 2021 Mar 31;19(1):84.
doi: 10.1186/s12916-021-01947-0. PMID: 33785027; PMCID: PMC8009733.

Boyton RJ, Altmann DM. Risk of SARS-CoV-2 reinfection after natural

infection. Lancet 2021 Mar 27;397(10280):1161-1163. doi:
10.1016/50140-6736(21)00662-0. Epub 2021 Mar 17. PMID: 33743219; PMCID:
PMC7969128.

Adrielle Dos Santos L, Filho PGG, Silva AMF, Santos JVG, Santos DS, Aquino

MM, de Jesus RM, Almeida MLD, da Silva JS, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, Alves Dos
Santos C, Santos CNO, Alves JC, Santos IL, Magalh3es LS, Belitardo EMMA, Rocha
DJPG, Almeida JPP, Pacheco LGC, Aguiar ERGR, Campos GS, Sardi SI, Carvalho RH,
de Jesus AR, Rezende KF, de Almeida RP. Recurrent COVID-19 including evidence of
reinfection and enhanced severity in thirty Brazilian healthcare workers. J

Infect. 2021 Mar;82(3):399-406. doi: 10.1016/].jinf.2021.01.020. Epub 2021 Feb
13. PMID: 33589297; PMCID: PMC7880834.

Boyton RJ, Altmann, DM. The immunology of asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection: what are the key
questions? Nat Rev immunol. 2021 Dec;21(12):762-768. doi:
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10.1038/s41577-021-00631-x. Epub 2021 Oct 19. PMID: 34667307; PMCID: PMC8525456.

Altmann DM, Boyton, RJ. Vaccine efficacy and the question of immune interference when co-
administering COVID-19 and influenza vaccines. Lancet Resp Med., 2022

Feb;10(2):125-126. doi: 10.1016/52213-2600(21)00438-0. Epub 2021 Nov 17. PMID:
34800365; PMCID: PM(C8598211.

Reynolds CJ, Gibbons JM, Pade C, Lin KM, Sandoval DM, Pieper F, Butler DK,

Liu S, Otter AD, Joy G, Menacho K, Fontana M, Smit A, Kele B, Cutino-Moguel T,
Maini MK, Noursadeghi M; COVIDsortium Immune Correlates Network¥, Brooks T,
Semper A, Manisty C, Treibel TA, Moon JC; COVIDsortium Investigators¥, McKnight
A, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. Heterologous infection and vaccination shapes immunity
against SARS-CoV-2 variants. Science. 2022 Jan 14;375(6577):183-192. doi:
10.1126/science.abm0811. Epub 2021 Dec 2. PMID: 34855510.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. Decoding the unknowns in long covid. BMJ. 2021 Feb
4;372:n132. doi: 10.1136/bmj.n132. PMID: 33541867.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. SARS-Cov-2 immune waning and reinfection in care-home
settings. Lancet Healthy Longev. 2021 Dec;2(12):e776-e777. doi:
10.1016/52666-7568(21)00276-2. Epub 2021 Dec 1. PMID: 34873591; PMCID:
PMC8635455.

Altmann DM. Narrating the natural history of live infection by SARS CoV-2 VOC
in animal models. EBioMedicine. 2021 Dec;74:103704. doi:
10.1016/j.ebiom.2021.103704. Epub 2021 Nov 30. PMID: 34861489; PMCID:
PMC8631722.

Altmann D, Boyton R. Covid-19 caseload in the UK-assessments and mitigations.
BMJ. 2021 Nov 18;375:n2843. doi: 10.1136/bmj.n2843. PMID: 34794957.

Ward H, Flower B, Garcia PJ, Ong SWX, Altmann DM, Delaney B, Smith N, Elliott

P, Cooke G. Global surveillance, research, and collaboration needed to improve
understanding and management of long COVID. Lancet. 2021 Dec
4;398(10316):2057-2059. doi: 10.1016/50140-6736(21)02444-2. Epub 2021 Nov 10.
PMID: 34774190; PMCID: PM(C8580495.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. Waning immunity to SARS-CoV-2: implications for
vaccine booster strategies. Lancet Respir Med. 2021 Dec;9(12):1356-1358. doi:
10.1016/52213-2600(21)00458-6. Epub 2021 Oct 21. PMID: 34688435; PMCID:
PMC8530466.

McKee M., Altmann, DM, Costello, A et al. Open science communication: The first year of the UK's
Independent Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies. Health Policy 2022, In Press

Alexander JL, Kennedy NA, Ibraheim H, Anandabaskaran S, Saifuddin A, Castro
Seoane R, Liu Z, Nice R, Bewshea C, D'Mello A, Constable L, Jones GR, Balarajah

S, Fiorentino F, Sebastian S, Irving PM, Hicks LC, Williams HRT, Kent AJ, Linger

R, Parkes M, Kok K, Patel KV, Teare JP, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, Goodhand JR, Hart
AL, Lees CW, Ahmad T, Powell N; VIP study investigators. COVID-19 vaccine-

induced antibody responses in immunosuppressed patients with inflammatory bowel
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disease (VIP): a multicentre, prospective, case-control study. Lancet
Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2022 Feb 3:52468-1253(22)00005-X. doi:
10.1016/S2468-1253(22)00005-X. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 35123676; PMCID:
PMC8813209.

Astbury S, Reynolds CJ, Butler DK, Munoz-Sandoval DC, Lin KM, Pieper FP,

Otter A, Kouraki A, Cusin L, Nightingale J, Vijay A, Craxford S, Aithal GP,

Tighe PJ, Gibbons JM, Pade C, Joy G, Maini M, Chain B, Semper A, Brooks T,

Ollivere BJ, McKnight A, Noursadeghi M, Treibel TA, Manisty C, Moon JC;
COVIDsortium investigators, Valdes AM, Boyton RJ, Altmann DM. HLA-DR
polymorphism in SARS-CoV-2 infection and susceptibility to symptomatic COVID-19.
Immunology. 2022 Feb 14. doi: 10.1111/imm.13450. Epub ahead of print. PMID:
35156709.

Lin S, Kennedy NA, Saifuddin A, Sandoval DM, Reynolds CJ, Seoane RC, Kottoor

SH, Pieper FP, Lin KM, Butler DK, Chanchlani N, Nice R, Chee D, Bewshea C,

Janjua M, McDonald TJ, Sebastian S, Alexander JL, Constable L, Lee JC, Murray

CD, Hart AL, Irving PM, Jones GR, Kok KB, Lamb CA, Lees CW, Altmann DM, Boyton

RJ, Goodhand JR, Powell N, Ahmad T; CLARITY IBD study. Antibody decay, T cell
immunity and breakthrough infections following two SARS-CoV-2 vaccine doses in
inflammatory bowel disease patients treated with infliximab and vedolizumab. Nat
Commun. 2022 Mar 16;13(1):1379. doi: 10.1038/s41467-022-28517-z. PMID: 35296643.

Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. COVID-19 vaccination: The road ahead. Science. 2022
Mar 11;375(6585):1127-1132. doi: 10.1126/science.abn1755. Epub 2022 Mar 10.
PMID: 35271316.

34923142.

A. Chandran, Rosenheim J., Nageswaran G, Swadling L, Pollara G., Gupta R, Burton, A.R., Guerra-
Assuncdo, J.A, Woolston A, Ronel T, Pade C, Gibbons J.M, Sanz-Magallon Duque De B., Estrada,
Robert de Massy M., Whelan M., Semper A., Brooks T., Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, McKnight A., Captur
G., Manisty C, Treibel TA., Moon JC, Tomlinson G, Maini MK, Chain BM, Noursadeghi M.,
COVIDsortium Investigators. Rapid synchronous type 1 IFN and virus-specific T cell responses
characterize first wave non-severe SARS-CoV-2 infections. Cell Rep Med.
Doi.org.10.1016/j.xcrm.2022.10057

Abhishek A, Boyton RJ, McKnight A, Coates L, Bluett J, Barber VS, Cureton L,

Francis A, Appelbe D, Eldridge L, Julier P, Peckham N, Valdes AM, Rombach |,

Altmann DM, Nguyen-Van-Tam J, Williams HC, Cook JA. Effects of temporarily
suspending low-dose methotrexate treatment for 2 weeks after SARS-CoV-2 vaccine
booster on vaccine response in immunosuppressed adults with inflammatory
conditions: protocol for a multicentre randomised controlled trial and nested
mechanistic sub-study (Vaccine Response On/Off Methotrexate (VROOM) study). BMJ
Open. 2022 May 3;12(5):e062599. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2022-062599. PMID:
35504634; PMCID: PMC9066090.

Swadling, L., Diniz MO, Schmidt NM, Amin OE, Chandran A, Shaw E, Pade C,
Gibbons JM, Le Bert N, Tan AT, Jeffery-Smith A, Tan CCS, Tham CYL, Kucykowicz S,
Aidoo-Micah G, Rosenheim J, Davies J, Johnson M, Jensen MP, Joy G, McCoy LE,
Valdes AM, Chain BM, Goldblatt D, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ, Manisty C, Treibel TA,
Moon JC; COVIDsortium Investigators, van Dorp L, Balloux F, McKnight A,
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Noursadeghi M, Bertoletti A, Maini MK. Pre-existing polymerase-specific T cells
expand in abortive seronegative SARS-CoV-2. Nature. 2022 Jan;601(7891):110-117.
doi: 10.1038/s41586-021-04186-8. Epub 2021 Nov 10. PMID: 34758478; PMCID:
PMC8732273.

Abhishek A, Boyton RJ, Peckham N, McKnight A, Coates LC, Bluett J, Barber V,
Cureton L, Francis A, Appelbe D, Eldridge L, Julier P, Valdes AM, Brooks T,

Rombach I, Altmann DM, Nguyen-Van-Tam JS, Williams HC, Cook JA; VROOM study
investigators. Effect of a 2-week interruption in methotrexate treatment versus
continued treatment on COVID-19 booster vaccine immunity in adults with
inflammatory conditions (VROOM study): a randomised, open label, superiority
trial. Lancet Respir Med. 2022 Jun 27:52213-2600(22)00186-2. doi:
10.1016/52213-2600(22)00186-2. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 35772416; PMCID:
PMC9236568.

Reynolds CJ, Pade C, Gibbons JM, Otter AD, Lin KM, Mufioz Sandoval D, Pieper

FP, Butler DK, Liu S, Joy G, Forooghi N, Treibel TA, Manisty C, Moon JC;

COVIDsortium Investigators¥; COVIDsortium Immune Correlates Network#, Semper A,

Brooks T, McKnight A, Altmann DM, Boyton RJ. Immune boosting by B.1.1.529 <b>(</b>Omicron)
depends on previous SARS-CoV-2 exposure. Science. 2022 Jun 14:eabql1841. doi:
10.1126/science.abql1841. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 35699621.

LiX, Qi L, Yang D, Hao S, Zhang F, Zhu X, Sun Y, Chen C, Ye J, Yang J, Zhao

L, Altmann DM, Cac S, Wang H, Wei B. Meningeal lymphatic vessels mediate
neurotropic viral drainage from the central nervous system. Nature Neurosci. 2022
May;25(5):577-587. doi: 10.1038/s41593-022-01063-z. Epub 2022 May 6. PMID:
35524140.

PHOSP-COVID Collaborative Group. Clinical characteristics with inflammation
profiling of long COVID and association with 1-year recovery following
hospitalisation in the UK: a prospective observational study. Lancet Respir Med.
2022 Apr 22:52213-2600(22)00127-8. doi: 10.1016/52213-2600(22)00127-8. Epub
ahead of print. PMID: 35472304; PMCID: PMC9034855.

Kennedy NA, Janjua M, Chanchlani N, Lin S, Bewshea C, Nice R, McDonald TJ,
Auckland C, Harries LW, Davies M, Michell S, Kok KB, Lamb CA, Smith PJ, Hart AL,
Pollok RC, Lees CW, Boyton RJ, Altmann DM, Sebastian S, Powell N, Goodhand JR,
Ahmad T. Vaccine escape, increased breakthrough and reinfection in infliximab-
treated patients with IBD during the Omicron wave of the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic.
Gut. 2022 Jul 28:gutjnl-2022-327570. doi: 10.1136/gutjnl-2022-327570. Epub ahead
of print. PMID: 35902214.

Doykov |, Baldwin T, Spiewak J, Gilmour KC, Gibbons JM, Pade C, Reynolds C,
McKnight A, Noursadeghi M, Maini MK, Manisty C, Treibel T, Captur G, Fontana M,
Boyton RJ, Altmann DM, Brooks T, Semper A; UK COVIDsortium Investigators, Moon
JC, Mills K, Heywood WE. Quantitative, multiplexed, targeted proteomics for
ascertaining variant specific SARS-CoV-2 antibody response. Cell Rep Methods.
2022 Aug 12:100279. doi: 10.1016/j.crmeth.2022.100279. Epub ahead of print.
PMID: 35975199; PMCID: PM(C9372021.
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de Morais Batista F, Puga MAM, da Silva PV, Oliveira R, Dos Santos PCP, da Silva BO, Tatara MB, Tsuha
DH, Dos Santos Pires MA, Gongalves CCM, Pessoa E Silva R, Ferreira NT, de Barros Albuquerque AP, da
Silva Duarte G, Consolaro MEL, Negrdo FJ, Ferrari IC, de Goes Cavalcanti LP, Trinta KS, Ribeiro GS, de
Melo Régo MIB, Boyton RJ, Siqueira AM, Altmann DM, Croda J. Serum biomarkers associated with
SARS-CoV-2 severity. Sci Rep. 2022 Sep 26;12(1):15999. doi:10.1038/s41598-022-20062-5. PMID:
36163447.

Captur, G., Moon, JC, Topriceanu, CG, Joy, G, Swadling L, Hallgvist, J, Doykov, |, Patel, N, Spiewak, J,
Baldwin, T, Hamblin M, Menacho, K, Fontana, M, Treibel, TA, Manisty, C, O’Brien, B, Gibbons JM,
Pade, C, Brooks, T, Altmann, DM, Boyton RJ, McKnight, A, Maini, M, Noursadeghi, M, Mills K,
Heywood, WE, UK COVIDsortium Investigators. Plasma proteomic signature predicts who will get
persistent symptoms following SARS-CoV-2 infection. Lancet EBiomedicine. Published online
September 28, 2022.

2. An outline of when you participated in Independent SAGE, the role that you performed
and any matters that you advised on.

I had appeared in Independent SAGE broadcasts as an expert discussing vaccinations in April 2020,
and was then invited to join as a permanent member. Since then | have taken part in the weekly
public broadcasts as an expert on immunity, vaccines, boosters and Long Covid and am a co-author
on 2 publications from the group.

3. A summary of any reports and/or articles you have written, interviews and/or evidence
you have given regarding the work of SAGE and/or its subcommittees and/or the UK’s
response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please include links to those documents where

possible.

As far as | am aware, | have not written or given evidence about SAGE or its sub-committees. Any
views that bear on the UK COVID-19 response have been within newspaper columns for the
Guardian and the BMJ:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/apr/16/vaccines-long-covid-science

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/jul/01/herd-immunity-covid-virus-vaccine

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/mar/28/uk-cant-rely-on-boosters-new-wave-
covid

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/aug/31/good-news-long-covid-uk-cases-
scientists

https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/378/bmj.01793.full.pdf

https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/08/14/finding-the-best-covid-19-vaccine-should-not-be-a-race/

4. Your views as to whether the work of SAGE and/or its subcommittees in responding to
the Covid-19 pandemic (or the UK’s response more generally) succeeded in its aims.
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We have previously invited independent members of SAGE and its subcommittees to
address this issue by reference to the matters set out below. You may find them of
assistance, although we recognise that some are likely to be beyond your knowledge.
Please address this issue as you see fit.

e Not having been present for the meetings themselves | am poorly placed to answer this.
Briefly:

e | know and have worked with many of the SAGE members. On the whole the groups were
appropriately configured.

e The advice given and/or recommendations that were made/The extent to which applicable
structures and policies were utilised and/or complied with and their effectiveness: | can only
comment to the general effect that, as far as | was aware, appropriate expertise was
present and sound recommendations offered.

4. Your views as to any lessons that can be learned from the UK’s response to the
Covid-19 pandemic, in particular relating to the work of SAGE and/or its
subcommittees. Please describe any changes that have already been made, and set
out any recommendations for further changes that you think the Inquiry should
consider making.

e | have worked on Pandemic Preparedness since | was taking part in international forums on
this while at the Wellcome Trust in 2011. My impression is that we came into COVID-19
exceptionally poorly prepared. There are many lessons to be learned ready for the
undoubted appearance of future pandemics, including from cross-over into humans of other
related coronaviruses. | am unaware of any evidence that such lessons are being taken on
board. | was gratified by willingness early in the pandemic to be ‘guided by the science’.
Indeed, the UK had an invaluable and widely envied resource in its national ONS and NHS
datasets, supported by add-ons such REACT. | would have valued greater, ongoing
adherence to this approach, as | consider that threats to public health are best addressed
using public health measures and expertise.

6. A brief description of documentation relating to these matters that you hold (including
soft copy material held electronically). Please retain all such material. | am not asking
for you to provide

None
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