
I, Andy Street, of Centro House, 16 Summer Lane, Birmingham B19 3SD will say as 
follows: 

2. The matters contained in this statement are either within my personal knowledge 
or derived from records maintained by the West Midlands Combined Authority to 
which I have access, with which I am familiar, and which I believe to be accurate. 
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5. 1 am asked to provide a brief overview of my role as the Mayor of the West 
Midlands, and the role of the Mayor within the West Midlands Combined 
Authority. 

6. 1 was elected Mayor of the West Midlands in 2017, and I represent about 
2.8million people in Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. My responsibilities include: 

• Lobbying on behalf of the region with central Government and private 
companies to win investment 

• Driving economic growth in the region 
• Improving and overseeing our transport network, including chairing the 

West Midlands Rail Executive 
• Helping to increase housebuilding and unlock more employment land in 

the region 
• Tackling unemployment and developing jobseekers' skills 
• Helping to design out homelessness 
• Addressing the ongoing climate emergency 
• Improving relationships between different parts of the community in the 

region 
• Working with the business community to increase economic output 

7. My role within the West Midlands Combined Authority is to Chair the Board of the 
Combined Authority and help to lead and oversee it in a non-executive capacity. 

8. The individuals who carried out specific organisational roles for me as Mayor 
relevant to the response to the Covid pandemic are: 

a. Deborah Cadman, Chief Executive (until November 2021) 
b. Laura Shoaf, Chief Executive (from November 2021) 
c. Sean Russell, Covid-19 lead WMCA 
d. Simon Wren, Director of Strategic Communications and Public Affairs, 

then Director of Communications (until 12th October 2020) 
e. Fran Collingham, Interim Director of Communications, then 

Communications Lead (from 8th October 2020 to 31St May 2021) 
f. Siobhan Bassford, Head of Strategic Communications, then Operational 

Director of Communications (from 27th April 2021) 
g. Jack Averty, Mayor's Press Officer 
h. Chris Scott, Mayor's Chief of Staff 
i. Meera Sonecha, Senior Policy Advisor, then Mayor's Acting Chief of Staff 
j. Alex Reid, Mayoral Policy Advisor 
k. Gareth Bradford, Executive Director of Housing, Property & Regeneration 
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12. 1 am asked to provide a high-level summary of my working relationship with those 
listed below with regards to emergency measures taken in relation to Covid-1 9 
through the period 1 January 2020 to 30 May 2022. 

a. Office of the Chief Medical Officer 
b. UKHSA or Public Health England 
c. Secretary of State for Health or other ministers 
d. Senior civil servants in UK government 
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43. 1 have already mentioned that when I was Managing Director of John Lewis Plc, 

a pandemic of this type was the top risk on our risk register. We did not know that 

it would be Covid, but we planned for a form of epidemic. If it was top of our risk 

register, I would have expected the risk to be high on the risk register for central 

government, and for them to have some mitigations in place, particularly a 

strategy for an adequate supply of PPE and at least the bare bones of a policy. In 

addition, I would have expected there to have been more consideration in 

advance of how to deal with the issue of care homes, and admission to and from 

them with hospitals. 

44. 1 did consider the vaccine roll-out to be successful. I played a key role in 

communicating that message, by use of social media, and particularly with 

hard-to-reach communities through faith group leaders. There was a lot of 

misinformation circulating about vaccines, and I and others worked hard to 

address that. 
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Statement of Truth: 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 
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I understand that proceedings may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to 
be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an 
honest belief in its truth. 

Full Name: Andy Street 

Signed: 
------------------------------------

Personal Data 

.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

Position: Mayor of West Midlands 

Date: 13 June 2023 
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