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OFFICIAL-SENSITVE 

Irrelevant & Sensitive 

Update on Coronavirus THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
said that the spread of coronavirus was clearly very serious. In China, the 
number of cases was doubling every five days; the official estixrtate was of 
around 28,000 cases, but that was likely to be a significant underestimate. 
Despite the extreme efforts of the Chinese Government. including shutting 
down an entire city and building a hospital in ten days, the virus did not 
appear to have been contained. in Wuhan. Whilst the virus spread easily, it 
was better news that the mortality rate was only around 2 per cent. 

Continuing, THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE said that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office had done 
good work to bring UK Nationals back from China. The final flight from 
Wuhan to take UK Nationals home was expected to take place later that 
week. Those on that fligl t.. would be subject to isolation procedures. The 
30,000 UK Nationals `iot in Wuhan would not be rescued by the 
Government, and:. bad been encouraged to leave using commercial flights 
whilst they w  stl , available. When they arrived back in the UK they 
would get the r nate support. They would not be automatically 
isolated.

Concluding, THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE said that he was grateful for the support of his Ministerial 
colleagues in coordinating the Government response. There were two 
cases in the UK and there would almost certainly be more. The approach 
to tackling the virus in the UK to date had been medic-led. The Chief 
Medical Officer was doing most of the public communications. The central 
point to make was that the Government had a plan to deal with this illness, 
and this was guided by science. Cross-government working was essential. 
The reasonable worst case scenario would see almost every government 
department affected by coronavirus. There would be a tabletop exercise 
the following week. Colleagues should attend personally or designate a 
junior minister as a dedicated departmental minister. Depending on how 
events unfolded, it was possible that an emergency bill to fill legislative 
gaps would be needed. 
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