UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page
January “Chris thought would be contained [...] PM "my gut tells me this will be fine" MH - desperate to own & lead [...] PM still|1, 2, 3,
2020

optimistic [...] CW more cautious than me.”
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page
On fatigue:
February 3
2020 “COBRA stands but all chaired by MH & very health focussed. CW took lead on all. CW worried about pulling trigger too
soon - “cause harm” & introduced some stuff on “fatigue” if you started too early (not from BS or SAGE).”
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

04.05.20 “Late afternoon meeting with PM on schools. My God this is complicated and models will not provide the answer. PM|27
is clearly bamboozled.”
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INQO00273901_0042



UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

07.05.20 "Ministers try to make science give the answers rather than them making decisions." 29
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

10.05.20 "I have clearly said that the proposal to open as much as possible will push R > 1|31
Chris and I both made it very clear that we think speed and timescale too fast”
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

11.05.20 “SPI-B - had to calm them down about role of advice vs decisions. Immediately after another article in the|32
Guardian...with quotes from people and SPI-B - disgraceful.”

50
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

14.05.20 “PM asking whether we have 'overdone it on the lethality of this disease’. He sways between optimism and|35
pessimism...PM still confused on different types of test (he holds it in his head for a session and then it goes).”

53
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

21.05.20 “Care homes meeting. PM is now putting real pressure on them to sort things out but still they won't stop people(40
working across more than one home. This is a big issue everywhere (and we raised in Feb).”

61
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

21.05.20 “PM talked about caution etc and then said, ‘Yes, we must go ahead with breezy confidence and get this country going |41
again.” Both CW and I rather shocked by breezy confidence. He just wants everyone to like him.”
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

25.05.20 “PM seems very bullish and wants to have everything released sooner and more extremely than we would. Wants to|45
divert from the DC fiasco (caught having gone to Durham - clearly against the rules). All very worrying [...] Not a
single mention of DC at Cabinet!”
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

25.05.20 "Opening outdoor hospitality. PM 'It will be like Damascus' and souks then everyone pointed out 'not quite like|45
Damascus'. Raised concerns with Simon Case re the tone of what is being proposed & with Chris and me being part
of somehow a political message. Simon says - hospitality will come out of the package - Let's see. It really does have
to. -Let’s see. CW and I very reluctant to do the press conference. It is highly political and will be focussed on DC. PM
seems very bullish and wants to have everything released sooner and more extremely than we would. Wants to divert
from the DC fiasco (caught have gone to Durham - clearly against the rules). All very worrying. Cabinet all upbeat and
'breezy confidence' - incredibly alarming. 'Al fresco shopping all like a wonderful middle east souk’ ... It was another
rambling opening to Cabinet. Quite extraordinary. Did say 'not there yet on outside hospitality'.
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

28.05.20 “Chat with SPI-B chairs about the inappropriate behaviours of the behavioural scientists.” 50
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Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

03.06.20 “Quad call exposed the massive internal operational mess inside DHSC and PHE. Getting something done is almost|52
impossible. Yvonne Doyle spouts generalities and PHE doesn't have the resource.”
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Date

Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061

Page

08.06.20

“Apparently PM is finding this all very difficult - looked awful in meeting with CMO and Simon Case etc [...] Simon says
he is quite frail on all this. Had a shouty meeting with Cx who wants everything open but was challenged by PM [...]
Cx unable to respond. Cx quite good at cherry picking when other countries are opening up and making it sound like
they have all gone further than us. [...] Helen Whatley (junior minister) apparently said on Sky this morning "you can't
blame the scientists for care homes" said "I can" and then promptly tried to back track. I would like to see her try! We
warned in Feb.”

59-60
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

11.06.20 “Paper from No10/CO (Simon Case) for 1m/2m review. Some person has completely rewritten the same advice as|62
though it is the definitive version. They have just cherry picked. Quite extraordinary. [...] Note - apparently Simon
Case said don't bring new schools advice Q to SAGE - as the minutes get published.”
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Date

Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061

Page

11.06.20

(L7

"Actually having a discussion [Meeting with PM] about "letting it rip".

62
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UK COVID-19 INQUIRY: EXTRACTS FROM SIR PATRICK VALLANCE’'S NOTEBOOKS

Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

11.06.20 “Watching PM get his head around stats is awful. He finds relative and absolute risk almost impossible to understand.”|62
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Date Extract from Sir Patrick Vallance's Notebooks - INQ000280061 Page

14.06.20 "On Friday the 2M rule meeting made it abundantly clear that no one in no 10 or CO had really read or taken time to|64
understand the science advice on 2M. Quite extraordinary."
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